
ENTOMOLOGICAL SOCIETY OF ONTARIO

Volume 31 | Issue 1 | June 1, 2026

SPRING NEWSLETTER

Photo: Kathryn Peiman, 2025



  

IN THIS ISSUE

§ŉŉŔĦĲƖƚШŸŉШƣőĲШEÉ§ШЮЮвввввввввЮвЮЮввЮ 2 

Society

Upcoming events

From the board

 ŸůŔŰċƣŔŸŰƚШвЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ 6-13

ESO 2026 Annual Meeting вЮЮвввЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ 15

ÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣќƚШċĬĬƖĲƚƚШввввввввввввЮ 3-5

Member contributions & postings

BugEye ƓőŸƣŸШĦŸŰƣĲƚƣШвЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ    18-19

Guelph Bug Day ввввввввЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮΝΣ-17

1

BugQuest (a CBG project) ................................... 27

Journal of the ESO ЮвЮЮЮЮвЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ............  34

ESO involvement & membership info ..............  35-37

xŸŰĬŸŰШ7ƨŊШ?ċǃШƖĲĦċƓШвЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮЮ 24-26

Other events (there are many!) ................     20-24

Meet the ESO Communications Team вЮЮЮ............   33

WANTED: ESO Secretary .............................. 14

Sticker design contest (vote now!) ............ .......  28-32



  

OFFICERS OF THE ESO2

JESO ED. ASSISTANT

Robert Pivar
Natural Resource Solutions

JESO ASSOC. EDITOR

Thomas Onuferko
AAFC

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

$)2%#4/2 ɉȬΨΩ-26)

Kruti  Shukla
E.M. Fluids

$)2%#4/2 ɉȬΨΫ-28)

Graham Ansell
University of Guelph

$)2%#4/2 ɉȬΨΫ-28)

Catalina Fernandez
AAFC

JESO ASSOC. EDITOR

Jocelyn Smith
University of Guelph

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

JESO CO-EDITOR

Catherine Scott
McGill University

JESO CO-EDITOR

Morgan Jackson
McGill University

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on 
Pixabay Mail Message Email Send - Free image on 

Pixabay

ESO Rep to ESC

Janean Sharkey
University of Toronto

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

$)2%#4/2 ɉȬΨΩ-26)

Scott McIvor
University of Toronto

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on 
Pixabay

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on 
Pixabay

SECRETARY

Samm Reynolds
University of Guelph

PRESIDENT-ELECT

Joel Kits
AAFC

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on 
Pixabay

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

WEBMASTER

Kaitlyn Fleming
Trent University

TREASURER

Jason Lemay
University of Guelph

PAST PRESIDENT

Angela Gradish
University of Guelph

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on 
Pixabay

PRESIDENT

Lauren Des Marteaux
AAFC

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

$)2%#4/2 ɉȬΨΪ-27)

Steve Paiero
University of Guelph

$)2%#4/2 ɉȬΨΪ-27)

Marla Schwarzfeld
AAFC (CNC)

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on PixabayMail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

ASSIST. TREASURER

Alan Macnaughton
University of Waterloo

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

NEWSLETTER CO-EDITORS

Lauren Des Marteaux & Angela Gradish
AAFC & University of Guelph

345$%.4 2%0 ɉȬΨΪ-26)

Hannah Bodmer
University of Toronto

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

345$%.4 2%0 ɉȬΨΫ-27)

Carly Demers
Univ. of Guelph/AAFC

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on Pixabay Mail Message Email Send - Free image on 
Pixabay

Mail Message Email Send - Free image on 
Pixabay

mailto:heath.macmillan@carleton.ca
mailto:jocelyn@uoguelph.ca
mailto:catherine.elizabeth.scott@gmail.com
mailto:morgandjackson@gmail.com
mailto:janean.sharkey@utoronto.ca
mailto:kruti.shukla@gmail.com
mailto:scott.macivor@utoronto.ca
mailto:sreyno08@uoguelph.ca
mailto:justin.renkema@canada.ca
mailto:kaitlynfleming@trentu.ca
mailto:agradish@uoguelph.ca
mailto:lauren.desmarteaux@agr.gc.ca
mailto:marla.schwarzfeld@agr.gc.ca
mailto:paieros@uoguelph.ca
mailto:jlemay@uoguelph.ca
mailto:amacnaug@uwaterloo.ca
mailto:gansell@uoguelph.ca
mailto:joel.kits@AGR.GC.CA
mailto:catalina.fernandez@AGR.GC.CA
mailto:hannah.bodmer@mail.utoronto.ca
mailto:carly.demers@agr.gc.ca
mailto:entsocont.newsletter@gmail.com
mailto:thomas.onuferko@agr.gc.ca
mailto:rpivar@nrsi.on.ca


PRESIDENTõS ADDRESS3

Greetings from your current society overlord!

First, fќĬ like to muse upon the EÉ§ќƚ deep history as we traverse our 
163rd year. The Entomological Society of Ontario (originally the 
Entomological Society of Canada т ĬŸŰќƣ ask, long story) was founded 
by Anglican clergyman Rev. Charles James Stewart Bethune and 
pharmacist/Methodist  preacher William Saunders. Despite their 
differing approaches to God stuff,  they certainly agreed that bugs are 
GREAT. Thus, in 1863, the society was born. To put that in context, the 
ESO is older than MIT (1865), Cornell University (1865), Stanford 
University (1885), Coca-Cola (1886), National Geographic (1888), 
General Electric (1892), the Smithsonian Museum of Natural History 
(1910), and the International Olympic Committee (1950)! 

It is an honor to be serving in the long line of ESO Presidents, and I 
would like to sincerely thank all the passionate entomologists (and 
ento-adjacent folk) who have dedicated their time and energy to this 
worthwhile enterprise over the years.

Left: Volume I of The Canadian Entomologist, 1869 (Smithsonian Libraries and Archives). 
Top: C.J.S. Bethune (Dictionary of Canadian Biography). 

Bottom: William Saunders (Library and Archives Canada)



PRESIDENTõS ADDRESS4

Society  shake-ups

A big thank you to Clarissa Capko (who chaired the ESO Communications Committee for the past 
1.5 years) and to Nikki Regimbal (who carried that torch before) т Ŕƣќƚ great to see the fun 
engagement on our socials! Natalie Savoia is now the Comms chair, and Mia DeLuca has newly 
joined that committee т welcome! ?ŸŰќƣ forget to follow us on Instagram, Facebook, or Bluesky. 
We also welcome Rob Pivar (Natural Resource Solutions Inc.) as new JESO Editorial Assistant. 

EƖŰŔĲќƚ adventures

Ernie and I had lots of fun this winter and spring: he met some of his distant cousins, made snow 
roaches, helped with research, offered excellent insights at the April board meeting, and even 
investigated dubious newsletter photos. Who knows what the summer will  bring!



PRESIDENTõS ADDRESS5

Lauren Des Marteaux
ESO President 

Updated  ESO logos

Finally, Sam Schmidtke and I (with input from Angela Gradish and voting from the 
ESO Board) have updated the society logo! They are now high-resolution vectors 
with a modern font that is easier to read.

Financial  viability

Now that we have added a small student membership fee of $10 (which is in line 
with most of the other provincial societies), we will  soon implement a $25 
membership fee for our amateur / retired entomologist category. Interestingly 
enough, only the ento societies of Alberta, Quebec, and Canada have such a 
category, with fees ranging from $10-$68 yearly. These fees are crucial for the 
society to function and fund outreach events or student awards, especially in this 
economy! Note that membership is required to receive society awards 
ыÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣќƚ prizes or travel awards) and to participate in BugEye or the new 
sticker design contest. The job postings and student opportunities page of the 
ESO website will  also be exclusive to members. So, ĬŸŰќƣ forget to renew!



NOMINATIONS ƭ PRESIDENT6

I am excited to be nominated as President-elect for the Entomological Society of Ontario (ESO). In June 2024, I 
began a new role as an Assistant Professor in Field Crop Entomology at the University of Guelph, Ridgetown 
Campus and became an Associate Professor in 2026. With over 20 years of research experience in this field, I 
am excited to get more involved with the society again. My journey in entomology began during my third year 
as an undergraduate at the University of Guelph, when I took my first ento course. Since then, I have been 
captivated by the fascinating and rewarding nature of this field. At Ridgetown, I aim to inspire future farmers 
and members of the agricultural industry about entomology through the agricultural diploma program and 
training graduate students. I emphasize the importance of sustainable, responsible, integrated pest 
management and insect resistance management, which I believe are critical perspectives for those entering 
the agricultural industry.

I have strong ties to Ontario agriculture, having grown up on a beef and cash crop farm in Lambton County 
and farm with my family to this day. My research spans pest biology, ecology, and management of key pests 
affecting corn, soybeans, and wheat. I have established strong research collaborations include agricultural 
grower commodity organizations, the seed and crop protection industry, researchers in Canada and the US, 

Jocelyn Smith
President -elect (unopposed)

and OMAFA specialists for both basic and applied management. I lead a globally recognized research program on insect resistance to transgenic corn and 
serve as an executive member of the Canadian Corn Pest Coalition, a group dedicated to the stewardship of corn pest management technologies. I am 
also a Canadian representative for the USDA Subcommittee NC:246: Ecology and Management of Arthropods in Corn.

While pursuing my career in entomology I have had the privilege of meeting and learning from so many remarkable individuals in the Ontario entomology 
world. As a member of ESO since 2006 and a director from 2015-2017, I would be honoured to serve as President in the coming years.  



NOMINATIONS ƭ DIRECTOR

LΩƳ an aphid systematist and taxonomist at the Canadian National Collection of Insects, Arachnids 
and Nematodes (CNC), but my responsibilities also extend to other Sternorrhyncha, including scale 
insects, psyllids and whiteflies, as well as Thysanoptera. I completed my BSc Biology (Honours) at the 
University of Ottawa in 2007, and my PhD in insect systematics and evolution at the University of 
Alberta in 2014. For my graduate work, I used population genomic approaches to characterize 
species boundaries within the spruce budworm species complex in western Canada. Between 2014 
and 2017, I worked as the Collection Management Advisor to the University of !ƭōŜǊǘŀΩǎ Natural 
History collections before jumping back into research as a Research Scientist with the Canadian Food 
Inspection !ƎŜƴŎȅΩǎ Insect Diagnostics Laboratory in Ottawa in 2017, and then subsequently into my 
position at the CNC in 2018.

Bryan Brunet
Director
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My current research interests are primarily in resolving taxonomic challenges with cryptic species complexes within the Aphidomorpha, 
particularly in systems relevant to the Canadian forestry and horticulture sectors. I am also involved in several international research 
projects on aphid and adelgid genomics, phylogenomics, and taxonomy.

I have been a member of the ESO since 2018 and would be honoured to serve as a Director for the society over the next three years. I also 
hold positions with other Canadian entomological societies. I am currently the Treasurer of the Entomological Society of Canada (2021ς
Present) and a Director of the ESC Scholarship Fund (2023ςPresent). I have also held the position of Treasurer of the ESC Scholarship Fund 
(2021ς2023), co-web-developer for the Alberta [ŜǇƛŘƻǇǘŜǊƛǎǘΩ Guild (2014ς2017), and Director of the Alberta [ŜǇƛŘƻǇǘŜǊƛǎǘǎΩ Guild (2008ς
2009, 2014ς2016).



NOMINATIONS ƭ DIRECTOR

Andrew Frewin
Director

Historically my work has focused on improving agricultural pest management. I completed both 
an MSc and a PhD at the University of Guelph, with research centered on the monitoring and 
management of agricultural insect pests. This was followed by industry experience developing 
semiochemical-based tools for insect pest management in horticultural crops.

Although much of my academic and professional work has focused on agricultural entomology, 
my interests extend broadly across insect and arthropod behaviour and physiology. Today I work 
as data and IT infrastructure manager for the University of Guelph agricultural research stations.
I believe the Entomological Society of Ontario has been an important professional community 
for collaboration, scientific exchange, and community engagement. During my doctoral studies, I 
served as ESO Student Representative and now seek to serve as a Director. If elected, my 
priorities would include supporting Society activities and promoting sustained interest and 
participation in entomology and the ESO.

8



NOMINATIONS ƭ DIRECTOR

I am the Provincial Zoologist of Invertebrates at the Natural Heritage Information Centre (NHIC), Ontario 
Ministry of Natural Resources. I completed my BSc at the University of Guelph and my BEd at the University 
of Ottawa. I am a life-long naturalist and have been interested in all aspects of natural history since a very 
young age. I have co-authored two field guides on insects: ά! Field Guide to the Dragonflies and Damselflies 
of Algonquin Provincial Park and the Surrounding !ǊŜŀέ and ά¢ƘŜ ROM Field Guide to the Butterflies of 
hƴǘŀǊƛƻέ. I am a big fan of community science-based platforms such as the Ontario Butterfly Atlas, 
iNaturalist, and eBird.

My work at the NHIC involves maintaining the provincial list of invertebrates and assigning conservation 
status ranks to each species. The NHIC maintains observation records of those that are considered of 
conservation concern in a central database that is used for a variety of conservation and land-use planning 
initiatives. We also conduct our own fieldwork primarily targeting rare species. Such fieldwork has brought

Colin Jones
Director
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me to all ends of the province, from the coast of Hudson Bay to Pelee Island. I am a member of the Committee on the Status of Endangered 
Wildlife in Canada (COSEWIC) and serve as both a jurisdictional representative for Ontario and a member of the Arthropods Species Specialist 
Committee. I am also the Vice-President (Canada) of the Dragonfly Society of the Americas and served for many years on the Executive of the 
Toronto 9ƴǘƻƳƻƭƻƎƛǎǘǎΩ Association.

LΩǾŜ been a member of the ESO for many years and have always enjoyed attending the annual meetings, learning about all the great research 
taking place in Ontario, and keeping connected with the ESO community. As a Director, LΩŘ be happy to become even more involved in the 
community and help in any way that I can. Outside of my professional life, I am a husband and father of two adult children and a Golden 
Retriever. I enjoy photography, travel, canoe tripping, Nordic skiing, and board games.



NOMINATIONS ƭ STUDENT REP.

I am a first-year ƳŀǎǘŜǊΩǎ student at the University of Guelph studying under Dr. Andrew Young, working 
out of Dr. Lauren Des aŀǊǘŜŀǳȄΩǎ Field Entomology lab at Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada (AAFC) 
Harrow Research and Development Centre. I have worked with a variety of research programs at AAFC 
Harrow since 2023 (including the Canadian Clonal Gene Bank, Soil Microbial Ecology, and Greenhouse 
Entomology) and have been with Field Entomology since January of 2024. My MSc project is focused on 
the impact of native wildflower strips on pollinators (flower flies and bees) and overall insect 
communities. I have been a member of ESO for the last 2 years and have recently joined the 
communications committee, which I am super excited about ς so keep an eye out for fun posts!

I have always had an interest in entomology, which began when I was around 5 or 6 when I found a luna 
moth with my grandpa in his backyard. Once I became aware of the world of insects, it expanded to an 
interest in plant identification and a desire to understand the way things are interconnected in the 
natural world. These interests have led to a hobby of pinning and collecting insects, plants, snake sheds, 
bones, and really any natural specimen.

I am excited to run for student representative for ESO, and I am looking forward to meeting everyone 
this fall.

10

Mia DeLuca
Student representative



NOMINATIONS ƭ STUDENT REP.

Hello ESO members! I am an MSc student at the University of Guelph working in integrated pest 
management and chemical ecology under the supervision of Dr. Rebecca Hallett. My research focuses 
on developing a semiochemical lure for the management of the Colorado potato beetle, using insect 
and plant volatiles to better understand host attraction and improve pest management strategies.

I completed my undergraduate degree in Environmental Sciences at the University of Guelph, where I 
also worked in a variety of insect pest management positions through both university research labs 
and OMAFA. These opportunities gave me experience working with many different insect species and 
agricultural crops and strengthened my interest in applied entomology and insect behaviour. LΩǾŜ 
loved insects for as long as I can remember, and one of my favourite things about entomology is how 
enthusiastic, curious, and welcoming the community is. Outside of research, LΩǾŜ been volunteering 
with the ESO communications team for over a year now, helping share insect-related content and 
connect members with society updates and events.

Natalie Savoia
Student representative

When LΩƳ not in the lab or field, you can usually find me birding, backpacking, hiking, or generally getting distracted outdoors by cool plants 
and insects. I care a lot about building a community, helping students feel included and supported, and making science approachable and 
engaging.

As Student Representative, I would love to help bring students together across the province, encourage involvement in the ESO, and help 
create a fun, welcoming environment for students with all kinds of entomological interests. I would be honoured to serve the ESO community 
and look forward to meeting more of you at future events and AGMs!

11



NOMINATIONS ƭ ESO FELLOW

Gard Otis
ESO FELLOW
By Angela Gradish

Dr. Gard Otis is an entomologist and retired professor whose career has left a lasting mark 
on the field of entomology in Ontario and beyond. Gard earned his BS in Zoology from 
Duke University in 1973, and then went on to the University of Kansas, where he 
completed his PhD in Ecology in 1980. His doctoral work focused on rain forest butterfly 
ecology and the population dynamics of Africanized honey bees. In 1982, Gard joined the 
faculty at the University of Guelph, where he spent 36 years as a professor. Much of his 
research career focused on honey bees, broadly including studies of their life history, 
ecology, behaviour, management of tracheal mites, and the behavioural interactions 
between honey bees and Vespa wasps. He has worked to document the diversity, 
behaviour, and distribution of honey bee species across Asia, and spearheaded a 
beekeeping development initiative in rural Vietnam, which improved the livelihoods of 
thousands of farmers. 
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In addition to honey bees, Gard has studied the behaviour and invasion potential of Vespa wasps; behaviour, ecology, and control of the emerald ash 
borer; and butterfly ecology, life history, evolution, and conservation. His work has been published in more than 100 papers (and counting; perhaps 
as no surprise to some, retirement has not slowed Gard down one bit).



NOMINATIONS ƭ ESO FELLOW

In addition to his remarkable research and outreach, Gard taught multiple influential 
and acclaimed classroom and field courses in entomology. Insect Behaviour and 
Introduction to Apiculture classes were particularly popular; students looked 
forward to each class partly to see which insect-themed shirt he'd show up in. What 
really set his teaching apart, however, was his energy and passion. His enthusiasm 
for insects was infectious, and he had a gift for weaving facts and research findings 
together with entertaining personal anecdotes that always kept students engaged. 
Many University of Guelph alumni will attest that it was one of DŀǊŘΩǎ courses that 
inspired them to pursue graduate degrees and careers in entomology.

Gard has been an ESO member for almost 45 years. During that time, he served as ESO 
President twice (2000, 2016) and helped organize 5 annual meetings, including chairing 
the organizing committee of the 2017 AGM, the most well-attended ESO meeting ever.

13

[Gard Otis is nominated  by Angela Gradish, with  
support  from  Lauren Des Marteaux and Gary Umphrey]  



WANTED ƭ ESO SECRETARY

Be the next Entomological Society of Ontario Secretary!

As our esteemed current secretary Samm Reynolds will soon be moving on into the world of 
ΨŎŜǊǘƛŦƛŜŘ bug ŘƻŎǘƻǊǎΩΣ the ESO now has an opening for this volunteer position as of September 
2026! The role is a great way to gain service experience and interact with both seasoned and 
aspiring entomologists across the province. The Secretary is the ǎƻŎƛŜǘȅΩǎ main record-keeper and 
coordinator. 

Primary roles:

Requirements:

Please send a Curriculum Vitae and brief Expression of Interest letter to 
eso.membership@gmail.com. Eligible candidates will be nominated & voted on by the ESO Board. 
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Prepare agendas and take minutes at Society meetings 
Keep membership roll up to date 
Manage the main Society email account
Communicate important updates to members
Maintain Society records and documents 
Help with administrative continuity and knowledge transfer
Hang out with ESO skeleton (occasional) 

Term length: 3 years
Must reside in Ontario 
Must attend board meetings in person

Samm Reynolds & Skelly
2025 ESO AGM

mailto:eso.membership@gmail.com


The 163rd annual general meeting of the Entomological Society of Ontario will take 
place at the lovely University of Guelph Arboretum. Note that this will be a Tuesday 
to Thursday meeting *gasp*. More details to come - here!!

Students: 

2026 ESO AGM 

ESO Annual General Meeting
September 15-17, 2026

15

Å?ŸŰќƣШŉŸƖŊĲƣШƣŸШċƓƓũǃШŉŸƖШÑƖċƻĲũШ ƽċƖĬƚШыҘΠΜΜШĲċЮь
ÅÂƖĲƚŔĬĲŰƣќƚШÂƖŔǍĲƚШċƖĲШċƽċƖĬĲĬШŉŸƖШĤŸƣőШƓŸƚƣĲƖƚШċŰĬШŸƖċũШ

presentations (1st place: $250, 2nd place: $125)

Logo by Sam Schmidtke

https://www.entsocont.ca/eso_agm_2026.html


GUELPH BUG DAY

Guelph Bug Day is back for its 10th year! This event encourages outreach and 
engagement with the public about bugs and is organized by graduate student 
volunteers from the University of Guelph, with support from professional and 
amateur entomologists.

Bug Day is a free educational event, and we have a variety of booths and activities 
that are fun and inclusive of all ages! We also have insect-themed vendors selling 
bug-related merchandise. You can get our exceedingly popular Guelph Bug Day t-
shirts again this year! Whether you want to try a cookie made with cricket powder, 
watch cockroach races, join us for entomologist-led hikes in the arboretum, or 
learn about native pollinators, ǘƘŜǊŜΩǎ something for everyone at Guelph Bug Day! 
Keep an eye on our social media for more updates and information. 
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Sunday August 23rd, 2026

10:00 AM т 4:00 PM

TBD т University of Guelph campus 

(Free parking on site!)

Date:

Time:

Venue:



GUELPH BUG DAY

For inquiries, please email bugday@uoguelph.ca

Activities
ÅKids hike
ÅPollinator hike
ÅForest hike
ÅInsect pinning workshop
ÅHoney Bee Research 

Centre tour
ÅCockroach races
ÅAnd much more!

Interested in volunteering? Register here

17

Brand Resources - YouTube

X Logo Replaces Twitter's Famous Bird: Everything You Need ...

Click to visit us on social media!

Booths
ÅEdible insects
ÅAquatic insects
ÅU of G Insect collection
ÅInt. Bio invertebrate collection
ÅAmazing Arachnids
ÅCambridge Butterfly Conservatory
ÅCraft table
ÅBalloon animals
ÅFace painting & temporary tattoos

mailto:bugday@uoguelph.ca
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSdUuuTfIsGCXq7LouqI1HBsxV0EL69xo5l0OeRsgKnU-z_97w/viewform
https://bit.ly/35Xo5Pt
https://www.facebook.com/guelphbugday/
https://www.instagram.com/GuelphBugDay/
https://twitter.com/GuelphBugDay


BUGEYE PHOTO CONTEST

ESO 2026 
BUGEYE PHOTO CONTEST

Leigh Ayres
Best Ontario Insect 2025

PRIZE CATEGORIES
Best photo: $50

 Best photo of an Ontario insect: $50
 ÂĲŸƓũĲќƚШ9őŸŔĦĲаШҘΡΜ
 Best photo by a junior entomologist 

(under 16):
 

JUDGING CRITERIA
 a) image composition 
 b) visual impact of image 
 c) subject interest 
 d) sharpness of subject
 e) difficulty of image acquisition
  f) lighting

Open to ESO members, no entry fee
Submission deadline: August 31, 2026
Submit photos to: esophotos@gmail.com
Winners announced at the ESO AGM
View recent entries here!

1st place: $30
2nd place: $20
3rd place: $10

18

https://www.flickr.com/photos/159479405@N05/albums/72177720330244096/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/159479405@N05/albums/72177720330244096/


BUGEYE PHOTO CONTEST

INSTRUCTIONS
ÅImages must be of insects or closely related arthropods (mites, spiders, etc). 
Å ũũШƚƨĤůŔƚƚŔŸŰƚШůƨƚƣШĤĲШĬŔŊŔƣċũШŉŔũĲƚШыћũċŰĬƚĦċƓĲќШŸƖШћƓŸƖƣƖċŔƣќШŸƖŔĲŰƣċƣŔŸŰШĤŸƣőШċĦĦĲƓƣĲĬьЮШ
ÅSubmit image as a digital file (jpeg, png etc.) at 300 dpi.
ÅCreate a filename using an appropriate title, underscore, your last name, underscore, first initial (e.g. dragonfly_smith_j.jpg). 
ÅInclude a short description of your entries (where they were taken, why you like them, etc.)
ÅIndicate whether:

1. Your photo is of an Ontario insect 
2. You are under the age of 16
3. òŸƨШƽŸƨũĬШũŔťĲШƣŸШĤĲШĦŸŰƚŔĬĲƖĲĬШŉŸƖШƣőĲШÂĲŸƓũĲќƚШ9őŸŔĦĲШ ƽċƖĬ

ÅPhotographic enhancement is allowed, so long as it is something that could also be achieved in a real darkroom with a color 
or black & white negative (e.g. adjustment of contrast, color enhancement, cropping, etc.). However, very dubious 
enhancements will be negatively scored. No AI!

You may submit up to 3 unique images, but can only win one prize plus the ÂĲŸƓũĲќƚ Choice 
Award. The best pictures submitted will  be selected by judges and entered into the ÂĲŸƓũĲќƚ 
Choice Award competition . ÂĲŸƓũĲќƚ Choice entries will  be posted on the ESO website, ESO 
social media, and/or on a photo sharing website such as Flickr for the community to vote on, in 
addition to being displayed at the ESO Annual Meeting. If you do not wish for your photo to be 
posted publicly,  you can choose to not participate in the ÂĲŸƓũĲќƚ Choice Award. Copyright for the 
photo remains with the photographer, but use must be granted for ESO promotional material. 
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LETõS TALK BUGS 

Carleton University, Ottawa has a public Annual  Biology Butterfly  
Show that has been running every October for over 25 years. This show 
features mainly imported tropical  butterflies,  which are always a hit with 
everyone who visits! For the first time in the ƚőŸƽќƚ history, this year we 
will  be adding an additional booth at this event called љxĲƣќƚ Talk 7ƨŊƚгњ 
which will  focus instead on our local insect and other arthropod 
biodiversity. This addition was made possible thanks to a generous 
donation from the Entomological Society of Ontario! 

We are planning to show some real showstoppers like live American 
giant millipedes (Narceus americanus) and American giant water bugs 
(Lethocerus americanus) as well as some preserved specimens of local 
favourites like monarch butterflies  (Danaus plexippus), luna moths 
(Actias luna), and green darners (Anax junius).
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WHEN: October, 2026 During the Carleton Butterfly Show
 (Exact date and times TBA. More info will be posted here!)

Click the icon to follow the Butterfly Show on Instagram

https://carleton.ca/biology/annual-butterfly-show/
https://www.instagram.com/cubutterflies/


EAGLE HILL INSTITUTE SEMINARS

June 7т13: Nature Journaling: Drawing, Data Discovery, Nancy Lowe
June 21т27: Native Bees: Diversity, Ecology, and Conservation, Nick Dorian & Max McCarthy
July 5т11: Tardigrade Biology, Ecology, Field Sampling, and Identification, Emma Perry
July 26тAugust 1: Ant Biodiversity, Natural History, and Collective Behavior, Jane Waters
August 9т15: Spider Ecology, Biology, and Identification, Matthias Foellmer
August 16т22: Tracks and Sign of Insects and Other Invertebrates, Charley Eiseman

The Eagle Hill  Institute  is a scientific  and literary nonprofit organization 
whose interests lie in scholarly and educational pursuits, especially in 
the natural history sciences. It maintains an interdisciplinary focus to 
facilitate  a better understanding of complex relationships among 
disciplines. Eagle Hill  is on the coast of Eastern Maine, between Acadia 
National Park and Petit Manan National Wildlife Refuge.

Eagle Hill Institute run a series of seminars during the year which 
include interests that align with Entomology. They also offer mini 
courses over Zoom. For general information, the registration form, 
seminar flyers, and a complete calendar, visit them here.
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If you have any questions about the content of the seminar, please reach out to the seminar instructor(s), whose contact  info 
can be found on the seminar flyer. If a seminar you are interested in is full,  and you would like to be put on the waitlist,  please fill  
out the application form. If you have any questions about registering for the seminar, please contact  us at office@eaglehill.us

https://www.eaglehill.us/programs/sems-weeklong/flyers-weeklong-pdfs/2026-Lowe.pdf
https://www.eaglehill.us/programs/sems-weeklong/flyers-weeklong-pdfs/2026-DorianMcCarthy.pdf
https://www.eaglehill.us/programs/sems-weeklong/flyers-weeklong-pdfs/2026-Perry.pdf
https://www.eaglehill.us/programs/sems-weeklong/flyers-weeklong-pdfs/2026-Waters.pdf
https://www.eaglehill.us/programs/sems-weeklong/flyers-weeklong-pdfs/2026-Foellmer.pdf
https://www.eaglehill.us/programs/sems-weeklong/flyers-weeklong-pdfs/2026-Eiseman.pdf
https://eaglehill.us/programs/sems-weeklong/calendar-weeklong.shtml
mailto:office@eaglehill.us
mailto:office@eaglehill.us
mailto:office@eaglehill.us


ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM22

ESO members receive a 15% discount 
on tickets purchased online at ROM.ca ! 

Use promo code: ESOROM
ROM abuzz with bees 
this summer

Bees: A Story of Survival makes its  North  American  debut  at ROM
From May 16-Oct 18, 2026

Journey into the world of bees in a stunning new immersive experience that brings together 
the beauty of art with the power of science. With 20,000 known species, bees are vital to 
our ƓũċŰĲƣќƚ ecosystems and essential to human existence. A fusion of art, science and 
technology, the exhibition invites visitors to step into the heart of a larger-than-life hive-like 
structure and get up close and personal with the small but mighty bees. Walk or fly in a 
ĤĲĲќƚ world, through immersive environments, art installations,  and soundscapes, visitors 
will  have the chance to learn about bees and the world they inhabit.

Specimens of some local bee species from Å§~ќƚ collection  have been added to the 
exhibit and will  bring the ecological issue closer to home т helping visitors understand 
what they can do in their own backyards to save threatened bees endemic to Ontario. 
Debuting in North America at ROM, the exhibit was developed by the National Museums 
Liverpool in partnership with award-winning artist and sculptor,  Wolfgang Buttress and is 
presented in Toronto by Desjardins Financial Group.

https://www.rom.on.ca/en


ROYAL ONTARIO MUSEUM23

Jun 7: Laurence Packer talk
 (FULL, but more tickets may be available the week before)
 Weird and Wonderful Bees of the World | Royal Ontario Museum

May 31: Lorraine Johnson workshop
 (There is a fee for this workshop)

Let it Bee т Gardening for Native Species in the GTA 

Oct 3: Nigel Raine. Quimby Hess lecture - ÑŸƖŸŰƣŸШEŰƣŸůŸũŸŊŔƚƣƚќШ ƚƚŸĦŔċƣŔŸŰШƓċƖƣŰĲƖШƽŔƣőШÅ§~
 (This is a free lecture but the registration is not yet open)
 Bees in our backyard: Preserving Ontario's pollinators

ESO members receive a 15% discount 
on tickets purchased online at ROM.ca ! 

Use promo code: ESOROM

OTHER EVENTS

https://www.rom.on.ca/whats-on/events/talks-weird-and-wonderful-bees-world
https://www.rom.on.ca/whats-on/events/workshops-let-it-bee-gardening-native-species-gta
https://www.rom.on.ca/whats-on/events/workshops-let-it-bee-gardening-native-species-gta
https://www.rom.on.ca/whats-on/events/workshops-let-it-bee-gardening-native-species-gta
https://www.rom.on.ca/en


OTHER EVENTS24

ÑŸƖŸŰƣŸШEŰƣŸůŸũŸŊŔƚƣƚќШ ƚƚŸĦŔċƣŔŸŰ

Å June 6 (rain date June 7): High Park Butterfly Hunt 
10:00 amт12:00 pm 
Leader: Peter Hall (https://www.ontarioinsects.org/ )

Å June 6, 7: Moth Night: Pelee Island  
Times TBA
Leader: Alan Macnaughton

Screening of Butterflies on the Brink: The Story of the Mottled Duskywing

The film will be followed by a Q&A panel with Miles Finlayson (director) and 
Adrienne Brewster (Executive Director of Cambridge Butterfly Conservatory)

Å June 2, 6:30pmт8:00pm, North York Central Library, Toronto Public Library

Å June 18, 6:30pmт8:00pm, Palmerston Branch, Toronto Public Library

International Society of Arboriculture (ISA) Ontario

Å July 28т30: Field Entomology Workshop for Arborists
Queens University Biological Station, Elgin, Ontario

https://www.ontarioinsects.org/
https://www.ontarioinsects.org/
https://tpl.bibliocommons.com/v2/events/69e28789b1165a41a65fe3dc
https://fieldentomology.com/isao/


LONDON BUG DAY RECAP25

On behalf of the Entomology Club at Western University, we would like to thank ESO for their generous sponsorship. 
This was the first year the Entomology Club hosted London Bug Day, and we could not have done it without ESO. The 
event attracted exactly 500 attendees and featured five other Western clubs: Western Sign Language Club, Western 
Knit and Crochet Club, Western Photography Club, Friends of the Gardens, and the Paper Art Club, who made the 
amazing decorations!


